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Allison Chapman-Andrews 

My disability is cerebral atrophy. Symptoms similar 

to MS - no balance, so I am unable to walk; double 

vision; slurred speech. When people do not listen 

carefully they don’t understand my speech, 

especially on the phone. The environment is 

extremely challenging. Disabled bathroom doors 

that are so heavy would take a strong man to open 1 

inch. Dangerous drops at ends of ramps and 

walkways and narrow doorways that a wheel chair 

cannot enter. 

 
  

 

 



Allison Chapman-Andrews 

I am interested in all Art; I collect local art and attend nearly all 

exhibition openings.  

I paint most days and held a number of exhibitions. I  often 

access information through Facebook, Google searches, 

Emails and websites. I am learning music appreciation and am 

now learning to play piano. I always valued my independence 

but am continually surprised by my assumption (usually wrong) 

that men know best. 

I am no revolutionary and this society seems very advanced in 

women’s independence.  I stay fit and try not to be reliant on 

any man. I try not to be reliant on family, but they are a comfort. 

My own career is a source of happiness and purpose to me.  



Senator Kerryann Ifill 



Senator Kerryann Ifill 



Senator Kerryann Ifill 

People make assumptions about my capabilities without 

asking and others believe that because I've achieved some 

successes, that I am extraordinary when the truth is I am just 

an ordinary woman, dealing with extraordinary 

circumstances. Singing, Dancing, reading. I love working 

with children and computers and current affairs. 

I think that unless it is a matter which is strictly male, I          

believe that  both men and women share the world and          

responsibility for  its development and should have equal  

say in that which affects  them both  equally.  

  



Senator Kerryann Ifill 

Yes I do most certainly consider myself an advocate for 

change.  Change not only to the society around us – 

especially PWD - but for change within us; change in 

the way we think and perceive our interactions with the 

world. In five years, I see myself as a more confident 

person. More in control of who I am and more able to 

give to others. 
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 ROSE ANN FOSTER VAUGHAN 

Rose Ann has been fighting for the rights of persons with 

disabilities for over 15 years. Juggling a career along with her 

marriage has been a challenge that she faced with tremendous 

courage and strength having been born with a disability.  

Having started off working with the Barbados Workers Union, 

she realised that her true potential was unfolding in her ability 

to advocate on behalf of vulnerable groups. This activism grew 

when she served as a director on the board of the Barbados 

Council for the Disabled. With a view from the board room, 

Rose Ann felt the need to actively participate more in the work 

of the Council and therefore joined the staff as the 

Admin/Project Officer.  



 ROSE ANN FOSTER VAUGHAN 

It was not long before she started to play some 

significant roles in changing the lives of all 

persons with disabilities.   

Rose Ann also plays an active role as an Officer of 

the National United Society of the Blind. She is also 

furthering her education to be better placed in her 

career as an activist and an agent for Change. 



 EUDALIE WICKHAM 



 EUDALIE WICKHAM 

• Eudalie Wickham has been a disability activist for over 20 
years and has worked in various capacities including 
facilitating training programmes for BARNOD (Barbados 
National Organisation for the Disabled) Inc.  

 Some of her achievements to date are: 

• A resource person for the Barbados Family Planning 
Association’s Family Life Programme for 4 years and a 
member of the Multi Disciplinary Task Force on Disability 
Policies from 1996 -1997. 

• A former President of BARNOD; 1995 -1999 and 2003 – 
2005 respectively, assisting individuals  in accessing social 
support and her mentoring skills as well. 



 EUDALIE WICKHAM 

• Presentations in 1997 at the International Women’s 
Leadership Conference in Washington D.C., and the 
Caribbean Council for the Blind BGM, Georgetown, Guyana 
1999’ 

• Coordinated Regional Writer’s Workshop for Persons with 
Disabilities in1994. 

 Contributed to the SHE Caribbean Magazine and television 
programme ,The Chat Room on the “Differently Abled 
Segment” from 2003 to 2007. She pioneered BARNOD’s 
radio programme Out Reach on CBC radio for the past 
fourteen (14) years and  produced the play “To Lead a 
Normal Life”. 

• Eudalie Wickham has just concluded a BSC in Social Work at 
the UWI Cave Hill Campus and is a current member of 
Solidarity Toastmasters Club’s Committee. 

 



Barbados Contestant - Miss Deaf 

International 2010 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=120778626280&pid=2317732&id=502556215&oid=120778626280


Danielle Depradine 

Barbados Contestant - Miss Deaf 

International 2010 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=120778626280&pid=2317732&id=502556215&oid=120778626280


 

My name is Danielle Melissa Depradine and I am 22 years, and I am 

proud to have placed among the Top Ten  in the first Miss Deaf 

International Pageant which was held in July 2010  in Las Vegas 

Nevada (USA). 

I have a bubbly personality and am beautiful inside as well as 

outside. I am friendly and down to earth. I want to be a role model, 

particularly to those persons in the hearing impaired community. I 

want to prove to them that anything is possible if you put your mind 

and heart into it.  

I am Barbados' first hearing impaired model and I am very much 

looking forward to representing and promoting my country at this 

event.  

  

 



I am confident that I will be an excellent role model for Barbados 

and the Deaf. I have the experience of being a contestant in The 

Miss Barbados World 2009 Beauty with a Purpose Pageant 

where I won the Best Gown, Most Promising Contestant, Best 

Couture and People's Choice!.  

In 2009 I was nominated for the Challenge Award in the 

National Youth Award 2009.  

I am presently employed at Supercentre Warrens and will 

continue to work hard to grow in my career path. 



President, Barbados Association of Parents of the Disabled 



Patricia Padmore-Blackman 



Pat as she is affectionately known,  states emphatically her 

disgust regarding obstacles in the road, parked vehicles on 

sidewalks, lamp posts, inadequate lighting, unable to read sign 

road signs, because of her visual impairment. 

In addition,  people's insensitivity with regards to entering a room 

without announcing there presence and then the unwillingness to 

trust my ability to get certain things done exasperates the 

situation. 

Patricia remarks  “we have a wonderful opportunity of sharing our 

lives with partners and children given to us by God, let us strive to 

educate and fulfil our roles as  equal partners within society”.“ 



Patricia is the President of the Barbados Organisation of 

Parents of the Disabled (OPOD) and states her strong 

points as organizing and planning and reading.  On the 

social side Pat’s talents include singing, playing the piano, 

and speaking a foreign language (Spanish). Pat maintains 

“In today’s world with women being liberated through 

higher education its noteworthy for them to take the 

initiative in the absence of men shouldering their 

responsibilities”, Pat believes that her service as President 

affords her the opportunity to  influence persons for a 

positive change.  





  

Dionna has SLE, and suffer from kidney failure. She was also in a 

vehicular car accident. As a young person with a disability Dionna 

is annoyed by prejudices that people have. 

Men and women should share equal privileges, as we all are 

humans battling the same challenges. Issues such as poverty and 

diseases don’t have a gender. Women as well as men have roles 

to play in the development of a society and she firmly believe that 

we both have our place. As far as representing views we are/or 

should be on the same page. Dionna loves being able to speak 

and express her views on particular areas such as Caribbean 

Politics, sports, culture, the less fortunate, anything I have 

interest in. She states “I’m a realist who sees potential in all of us; 

I see myself as a leader and one who because of personal battles 

wants to fight to ameliorate the living conditions of others.  

 

 

  



Yes I see myself playing a fundamental role for change in 

everything I do”. Her vision is to see herself married, hopefully with 

2 children, a Doctorate in International Communication and in a 

strategic position in society, working and developing not only a 

social but economic and political policy in my country with the 

hope of contributing to its stability. 

Dionna philosophy is choice not chance, she says “we are all faced 

with tough circumstances some tougher than others, but my 

argument is that we can choose to make a difference and those 

women that we have seen throughout the years rise are women 

who have chosen to make that difference against all odds;  if we 

can breathe the air that female leaders like Thatcher, Gandhi, Dame 

Eugenia, Nita and Olga have, even just for a day, I know the world 

could be different! 

Dionna Browne 





Waveney has been an advocate for the deaf for most of her adult life 

and is passionate about the deaf being extremely marginalised. 

 

Having lost her hearing at the age of five (5) years due to Meningitis, 

Waveney was determined to learn as much as was possible . She 

attended the School for the Deaf in Barbados and later went on to 

study at the Orchid Beauty School in St. Michael.  

 

She continued to pursue her goal to learn more about how to 

become a part of society as a deaf person. Waveney attended the 

Mount Aloysius College in PA, United States to pursue Small 

Business management. She spent three years furthering her 

academic skills in the USA and returned home to to continue even 

further at the Louis Lynch Secondary School. 

 

Her extra curricula activities included learning Craft, Cake Icing and  

Cosmetology. She became a member of the New Life Deaf Club in 

1996 and served as President and Vice President. To date Waveney 

continues to fight on behalf of the deaf community and would like to 

see more inclusion in our society. 



Sandra Carter has been volunteering her time and skills for over 18 years in 

various capacities. Her second name is “Ms. Serve”  

 

Helping others is one of Sandra’s personality traits and this begun when she 

served as a Secretary, Sunday School Superintendant  and Assistant 

Superintendant at the Vauxhall Methodist Church Sunday School. She also 

served as Secretary of Mission and Evangelism Committee and President of 

the Vauxhall United Youth Group. 

 

Continuing to serve, she has held all posts in the Vauxhall United 4-H Club 

since 1979. When it seems like Vauxhall had used up all of Sandra’s time, 

she still found more time to serve as Secretary, Vice President and President 

to the Vauxhall Sports and Cultural Club. Here she also found the time to 

take part in a sport that was dear to her – Netball. She played for the Club 

for three years and was also the Assistant manager. 

 

Sandra has also been on the Board of the Barbados Council for the Disabled 

since 2003 to present as Secretary and as a Director . Since acquiring MS, 

She also served as the organisation’s President and secretary. Her motto is 

obviously “Serve, continue serving and never stop serving” 





Student of Combermere 



Like many of her compatriots featured in this presentation, Janeil 

who is blind, often is annoyed about people’s attitude regarding 

her disability and the environment, which facilitates persons with 

disabilities and their daily living within their spaces. 

Janeil speaks to her hobbies and talents as listening and playing 

music, writing poetry and short stories respectively; she also touts 

herself as being a peoples person and a very good listener. 

On the rights issue Janeil believes that with time changing by the 

second, we no longer live in the time where men ruled everything, 

but one day soon I intend to be my own woman and I would like to 

do great things. I don’t want to be limited to sexist rights or 

beliefs. 

  



Janeil’s goals and aspirations for the future is to be studying 

psychology in an overseas university preparing for my wonderful 

job working with children who need help. 

In summary, within this society there are no more boundaries 

which can hinder us as women from achieving good things. 

Women in the past who set the pace for us and I believe that if we 

continue to work together as strong women of this society we 

would soon see they day where women would be achieving just as 

good things or better things than men  

  



Barbados National Swimmer 



We all know Marsha as the “Swimming Sensation”, but how many are 

aware that she is hearing impaired? 

Unfortunately, in a society where disability is often misunderstood  

most  people still persons who are deaf or hearing impaired as dumb,  

but  Marsha is quick to dispel the notion that she is deaf. 

Although much of Marsha’s time is devoted to swimming, she still 

finds time to enjoy music, for even though she can’t hear the words 

she is attracted by the vibration; cooking is the love of her life as she 

plans to pursues her dreams of being a Chef, within a male dominated 

profession. As  is the case with any other young adult,  Marsha wants 

to work at a big restaurant, to live an independent life and  have a 

house and car of her own 

  

 

 

 

 

 





CONSTANCE MALONEY 

Constance who is visually impaired, is often annoyed by the lack of 

willingness individuals show when it comes to giving assistance; but not 

to let such actions be a deterrent, her main interest is to work with the 

blind and visually impaired women promoting their existence within the 

society.  In fact it is her  personal believe that men and women should 

work together,  if a woman has to take the leadership role she sees no 

problem in a woman doing so because these situations may occur 

unexpectedly base on the circumstances. 

In Constance’s parting statement  she leaves with us the following 

words of encouragement, ”We as women should be strong, we should 

work together as a sisterhood and share each other’s burdens which 

should strengthen us and help to promote a united front. AS WOMEN 

WE ARE A STRONG FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH”. 

 

 





ALINDA BRATHWAITE 

She can be considered a woman of diversity, for although she is totally 

blind, she lives life to the fullest and she is not afraid to try new feats, 

from her love of listening to cricket, reading, traveling, eating out, 

shopping for clothes, dancing to calypso music and going to the beach, 

she’s take time to giving  a good listening ear  to those who might need 

one, event planning,  and public speaking. 

The serious side of Alinda philosophises that as a blind person, people 

either think you are hearing impaired or stupid and prefer to direct their 

questions to your partner instead of you. Also, sadly the fact remains 

that highly qualified persons with disabilities are employed in “dead 

end” jobs for years instead of jobs which match their qualifications and 

ability; as in Alinda’s case of receiving primary, secondary, tertiary and 

university education and paving the way for others.  

  



ALINDA BRATHWAITE 

There’s absolutely nothing wrong with women in fields such as 

prime ministers, governor of the central bank, and police 

commissioner or chief fire officer.  

For the future, Alinda sees in herself in 5 years time as a proud 

mother of a fifteen year-old son, retired from her present job at 

FIRST CARIBBEAN BANK and running her own home-based 

business and using what spare time she has assisting the 

community in particular organizations of and for the disabled 

 





Desiree is a promising Chef who hope one day to find her 

niche in one of the top hotels and restaurants in Barbados. 

 

A student of the Challenor Centre, Desiree has continuously 

excelled in the field of Home Economics and it was only 

natural that she would pursue this career. 

 

She recently entered the DaCosta Mannngs Cook Off and 

created quite a stir with her entry.  

 

Desiree quite rightly considers her role in society as one that 

is poised to set an example for change among persons with 

disabilities, especially her peers.  

 

 







ROSLYN HURLEY 

Roslyn’s disability is cerebral palsy.  She has never allowed her 

disability to be a hindrance, in fact her  focus has always been on 

what she can do and not what she was unable to do.  Roslyn have 

always been appreciative of her  God given talents and strongly 

believe that her purpose is to bring about change in the way in 

which the disabled are treated. 

Roslyn’s drive comes from seeing the disabled treated with the 

equal respect .  She becomes very annoyed when eligible disabled 

people approaching business places and are excessively 

scrutinize even when the meet all the other regular criteria; and it  

is assumed that the disabled can't make a meaningful contribution 

to society and are  judged by their inability and not their ability. 

The SPECIAL ENVOY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES enjoys 

listening to political discussions, current affairs, helping others as 

much as possible, praising God, travelling, gardening, cooking 

and interacting with people. 

  
  

 



It is Roslyn’s firm belief that in the Caribbean where  the majority of 

homes are headed by women, if women are given the important job 

of raising our future citizens then women should have their say on 

all issues. Roslyn’s goal is to see future generations treated with 

fairness equality and dignity. She sees herself in a leadership 

position in any organization where she is given the opportunity to 

make believe a contribution. 

  

In parting Roslyn leaves empowering food for thought:- I believe 

that revolution begins with the self therefore each one of us has the 

power to make change. Al Sharpton quotes "We have no control 

over how or where we are born or how or where we die but we do 

have some control of what we do with the time between therefore 

make the most of the time in the middle".  Find your talents and use 

them in a positive way and for the good of the nation.  

ROSLYN HURLEY 
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