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of advocacy, inclusion and progress
Five decades 

Message from BCD President

As we commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
Barbados Council for the Disabled (BCD), I am 
filled with a profound sense of pride, gratitude, 
and optimism for the future.

Having served on the Board of the Barbados Council for 
the Disabled for many years before assuming the role of 
President, I have had the privilege of witnessing firsthand 
the remarkable transformation of both our organisation 
and the national landscape for persons with disabilities. 
The journey has not always been easy, but it has been one 
marked by resilience, determination, and an unwavering 
commitment to advancing the rights and opportunities of 
persons with disabilities in Barbados.

Over the past five decades, the council has evolved 
from a small advocacy body into a respected national 
organisation representing a diverse disability community 
through its network of member organisations. Together, we 
have worked tirelessly to promote accessibility, inclusion, 

education, employment opportunities, and independent 
living. We have challenged barriers, influenced policy, 
fostered partnerships, and, most importantly, helped 
change attitudes towards disability in our society.

The achievements we celebrate today are the result 
of the vision and dedication of countless individuals who 
came before us—our founders, past presidents, board 
members, staff, volunteers, partners, supporters, and 
persons with disabilities themselves. Their collective efforts 
have laid a strong foundation upon which we continue to 
build.

In recent years, we have witnessed significant 
milestones, including the advancement of the Fully 
Accessible Barbados Programme, increased awareness of 
universal design, greater recognition of disability rights, 
and the enactment of landmark legislation that strengthens 
protections and opportunities for persons with disabilities. 
These accomplishments demonstrate what can be achieved 
when advocacy is matched with action.

Yet, while we celebrate how far we have come, we 

recognise that our work is far from complete. True 
inclusion requires ongoing commitment, collaboration, and 
innovation. As Barbados continues to develop, we must 
ensure that accessibility and inclusion remain at the heart 
of our national agenda, benefiting not only persons with 
disabilities but all citizens.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I extend sincere 
thanks to our members, partners, donors, government 
agencies, corporate supporters and the wider community 
who have walked alongside us throughout this journey. 
Your support has been invaluable.

As we honour our past and celebrate our present, let 
us also embrace the future with renewed purpose and 
determination. Together, we will continue moving beyond 
barriers and building a Barbados where every person can 
participate fully, contribute meaningfully, and live with 
dignity.

Patricia Padmore-Blackman 
President, Barbados Council for the Disabled

Fifty years ago, our founders planted the seeds of inclusion. Today, we honour the struggle 
and ignite the future where no one is left behind. – Patricia Padmore-Blackman, President, BCD.

MISSION STATEMENT: To strengthen the Barbados Council for the Disabled through strategic change and alliances, nationally and 
globally, to effect change for and to champion the rights of all persons with disabilities, ensuring their full and effective integration into society.
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