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From Advocacy to Action
For decades, the Barbados Council for the Disabled 
championed the need for accessible public 
transportation while operating its own limited transport 
service, made possible through the generosity of 
private donors and partners. That sustained advocacy 
helped pave the way for Government’s investment in 
accessible buses, marking a significant milestone in 
creating a more inclusive public transport system.

Milestones 
The members of the Council boarded the first 
Accessible Transport Board Bus to test the 
inclusive features that were offered. (GP)

Inclusion means everyone can join the celebration . (GP)

Disability Car Spaces must have the international 
Access Aisles. (GP)

Lionel Smith signing at the Launch of FAB Deaf 
Ambassadors Job Placements. (GP)

Promoting Mental Well-being 
Through Inclusion
Recognising the growing impact of mental health 
challenges across our society, the Barbados Council for 
the Disabled has expanded its advocacy to promote 
greater awareness, understanding and inclusion for 
persons experiencing psychosocial and other hidden 
disabilities. Through public education, partnerships with 
governments, the Workplace Wellness Committee, and 
policy advocacy, the council continues to encourage 
a more compassionate and supportive approach that 
reduces stigma, promotes well-being and ensures that 
every individual can participate fully and with dignity in 
community life.

The Calypso Project and The 
Deaf Ambassador Project 
The Barbados Council for the Disabled’s partnership 
with the Audiovisual UK Calypso Project and Deaf 
Ambassador Project has played a transformative 
role in building the confidence, visibility, and self-
esteem of deaf persons in Barbados. Through 
music, cultural expression, leadership development 
and public engagement, participants have been 
empowered to showcase their talents, strengthen their 
communication skills and become ambassadors for 
inclusion within their communities. Together, these 
pioneering initiatives have challenged perceptions, 
celebrated deaf culture and demonstrated that when 
opportunities are created, deaf persons can lead, 
inspire and make meaningful contributions to national 
life.

Disability Parking Permits: 
Advocacy into Action
The administration of disability parking permits by 
the Barbados Council for the Disabled, on behalf of 
the Barbados Licensing Authority, represents another 
significant milestone where advocacy has translated 
into meaningful public policy. Through years of 
promoting accessible parking, legislative reform and 
public awareness, the council has helped establish a 
system that protects the mobility and independence 
of persons with disabilities. Today, the permit 
programme stands as a trusted partnership between 
Government and the BCD, ensuring that accessible 
parking is available to those who genuinely need it 
while reinforcing respect for the rights of persons with 
disabilities.
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